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Introduction 


1. The question of propaganda during peacotime plays a very important role, if 
not the chief role, thus, a well -formulated political propaganda In time will 
bring more profit (advantage or ucefdlncss) than the atom bomb. During World 
War II and in subsequent years, the Soviet Government considerably strengthened 
its propaganda and agitation among its people, especially in the army. This 
is evident merely from the fact that in all educational institutions, factories, 
and even in apartment bouse administrations, oblig.atory study of "Short Course 
in History of Comparty” and other such political literature has been introduced. 
In the arrry the political apparatus has been increased in size. 

?. Before t}.9 Central Committee of Comparty stands the very important task aimed 
at involvement of the people, not only as a workir ' force, but also in their 
conscience. Fo-^ this are used all possible means: schools, movies, theater, 
press, radio, and even the church* Hethods and forms of Soviet propaganda are 
generally known; and in this article I don*t have the purpose of describing them 
in detail. Before ms there is. another tasks to describe the general traits 
of American propaganda directed toward the USSR and especially toward Soviet 
occupation Corces, showing In this connection to what extent it (American pro- 
paganda) is able to counteract Soviet propa^- ;nda under existing conditions of the 
mighty iron curtain. 

Open (overt) Methods of Propaganda 


25X1X 


.The fact of t^e oxlntonce of the oo-callod iron curtain between USA and UG^ 
doos not permit effective utilization of prose and radio as means of propaganda. 

Among overt methods of propaganda hcT^nzi radio (Voice of /unerica), and the 
Ulustxated in.jgazine, America . Neither of them is accessible to the broad 
masses of the Soviet people. Listening to Voice of America broadcasts is 
forbidden and, therefore, the btoedcasts: aro jammed by special equi^yment. , 

The magazine /imcrlca is disseminated in the USSR in very restricted quantity 
and among a certain circle of people. The content of the magazir*, la essence, 
amounts only to description of life in America, with most. of its space devoted ' 
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to article' sciGiice and teohnolor;y and not, at all to political ^juestions. 

ir:(j ■•aine oj. ..merioa broadcasts aro: net cutstandin'; Cor ttc-ir diCference in 
content, from ^rwrica r.;-azlne„ Tl.ere is a rf^eliny cT deniocracy. The maiority 
OL „l;e raeic nroadonsts are devoted to aH 1 'orts of production figures and 
pi cice.jse.c .i>', l, not one aord abcnit reo thods for struggle by the people against the 
ooviet u vernrient. but ti e Scvl- t people lino;-; ahcait the "good life" in /unerica 
am. I'luy iild Idee to hear sai;atl:inr else, namely, about paths of strv,ggle 

ohi.ut Uftstnic tiou c.f the pciitical arbitrary regime in the country, 
nnoulu bo the basts cf ..rr.orioran propaganda for tl;e USSR„ Can it 
bo cons i ,e rod tl at the Voice of .nnerican and the magazine, America .. .Aich pene- 
trate the curt.ain to a certain exte.-.t, .iustil'y thoir piurpose (or mission) 

in ..he natter of preparandiaing rsvcluticnary ideas in ttie struggle of the 
people .a -nin.sl the Soviet authorities? Of course, it is not possible to say 
tn.at. .ir: ! t.h l , s is very apparent, not ;.nly to the people of Russia but also 
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i;ne ax; 1 a l:ali. years « In ceiiiicction with my official dxrbics, 
t.ie i.>o::sibility oi.‘ i.akliif;; trios on official traveln 
;al int.erest, I studied ute libe o.f b;.e lera.an people o In 
avo? ween ablcy even if only .frcyi the dcrriaris to learn or 
ijiit-rmation about t'ne .w-st. But such was luab the caseo I 
gild nob meet nor Liid I lioar such nows. And not xmly I. All Soviet milltary 
pt.r s rmol in Basborn ^jemany ai "0 unable to bcja.st b'.at they <at any bjjne saw a 
noWG.xaper or r.anphlot distributed ainonr th.o Soviet roroes or th.e* local 
population. o.nirjp in ..estorn .dorr;any ai; i bv coiirinr acniuainted w tbh th.o cmif^re 
press and^t’e volume od its c l.rculation, it occurred to me hovr fine it would be 
af^all this mass of newspapers, mavasines^ etc. of the einiyro political literatuia 
d.ia no I, rema.ii on th.i..s side but cc'la be ■distribute' 1 hi.;:' ind tlio iron Gui'tairift 


side 

r .r 

Oly, :e 

. ! ev( 

in 

astg;. 

rn d'sr: 

.any i 

V(.j ry 

fre 

■ uentls 

1 ru 

On t’ 

' eu . 

in s.;/ 

.j’.rs ( 

•sucVi 

ca.s 

03 I sV 

luild 

rece. 

iv(.: 

some hi 

.n-.l o ! 


'fruCj .'itteriU'ts in th hs .n rect-ion are hein 


t];ls '.yrobicrii i'os 


But unfortunately, as of now, 
t D en solTfed conird-etelyfa Tv-o bovie b -rrny in lerniany a.s of 
now does net h' .ve uia per contact and communication with the '-esto This is to 
be reyro btedr 


1 1 . !!iuu h bej La gui i:.l,o account that di ■'tr ibution od orbidden literature among 

Sowiet occup:i'.ior o rsonnel i.c aacomiuanied by Kroat difficulties. Counter- 

jne suras t.ahon by the onvir.t h vernmeit in id ;i.n diedd are very seriouso StrictrBES 


BECRiiTr" 

4/02/107 


Approved For Release 2004/02/16 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600010217-6 


25 



Approved For Release 2004/02/10 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600010217-6 


25X1 


ZhCUE'rA 


-3- 


SECRET 


25X1 A 


of the occ patlon rc.-irr; j (life) , ] iz-ly devolop^d wobrfork of 1,ho K jB. 

party and Kojfioomol cr;'^aj;ization-'i ^ etc j.Tidccd connidored uncoii<|Uerable 
ba .rxci*.j bet/WCofi coiJritric.j^ Hi^r'sia ar;d /irn* rioa-' But typ rj niist not 

force us to turn asi > fron our int'intiour . Cr^nsepaently, vjhich ’ cannot 

be done directly or .r/ortiy imjst bo Jono Jllogally. T do not knov/ all the 
methods beiny usrrd at the present tLr/j to tlrcv; i^ords of truth across the iron 
cuj-tain. B3:t I Iriave certain ideas on t>-is subject wl.ich I .:o’jad like to share. 
Ty^er^e is notoinr special j.n these ideas, but they may bo something unexpected 
on th.at side of the v/oi^ld. 


(1) It in ricoesaai-y to conduct prcpa;;arida activity verv' carefully, keeping 
in r-.ind the regime which has benn established for Soviet military 
personnel in Eastern Gormany. l^ey are not permitted any contact 
with the local population. Military units are located at a great 
distance from intersonal borders. Exhibition of tic least sv^npathy 

or friendliness for t*'.e ^est results in politlcai terror, etc. 

(2) Work amcn^ Goviot Army personnel should h.avc two directions: 

(a) Active agitation, and 

(b) Partial discrimination against individual officials. 

(3) Activity of individual emigrant groups should he considered useful at 

ti.o time the majority of tyicir propagajida and literature gets 

to the ether side of tin iron curtain- Their work can be evaluated 
on the basis of tie number cf defectors, 

(h) Organiaation of proper reception of defectors and vidc-’Seale pro- 
pagandizing of such facts y/ill give positive results. For the Army, 
a defection Is the worst thing possible. Among the army leadership' it 
ID always subjected to serious political analysis. 

(5) In prop.iganda should be used truthful information on tie current issues 
of the day — issues 'Jhich t uch Soviet citizens in their daily life, 

propagandr about great structures of Communism, etc. There are 
many themes wbL.;h can exert much inf’lucnce on Govit,t military personnel* 
Th.cy .re all dictated by the Soviet Government itself. In essence, in 
my opinion. It would be desirable to give a special place in propa- 
ganda to the following questions: Party dictatorship in USSR, Stalin 
IS y c bloody cy.ecutioncr of t>o people, tie collective form "heaven," 
socialism in reality, etc. Everj.^thing which k.an he brought to the 
people cannot be enumerited, but most certainly the result will have 
such an appeal w) icV; v;il] crush otalin and his barbarous Coinmurjist 
party, in th.is regard should be taken for f/ersonalit les - and the 
language of tV:e people itself should be used. 

(6) It .is most importcdit and most difficult tc establish communication 
wi.th tnc otTior " de. On the oasis of (my) experience and of reality 
I uan propose e iollowing possibilities: 

(a) Creation in East ucriJiariy of widespread agent notworic with 

:5pccial task of propaganda. For this purpose, it is best to 
utilize tUi local population. The role of such re pro son tat Ives on 
• ^hc spot tremcndcuG. Iluro is an exa pie cf the results of the 
practical activit'es and a characterization of it: 

(l) hilita'y personnel, despite all regulations, seek acquain- 
tance with Gorman v/cmen. After several meetings, a situation 
Oi. matml trust is achieved- In su. h a case, spoken i^ropa- 
ganda and written material such us ] oe.flets become possible. 

As result of such an ac piaintance, military personnel; 

a. hay be accused of living with German women, and hence? 
suffer all the consci^ucnccs. 


Vi- day make tie iecision !;o cross over to .*'ostern Germany 
with the German sweetheart cn account of politi'^ 
convictions, and also on aocaunt of lear of account- 
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loss oC documents j especially Party card;, as result of 
contacts .^ith German woman is reason for over to 

.Vest. 

(2) The German population is capable of fiirnishAn^ t]';Gse who 
desire to go to the ..est witii veiv-cle ^rarJS;/ortat ion^ 
civilian clctliing^ guides, and even v/ith falsified documents. 

It is I'lccessary to observe here f: at this question plays a 
basic rcle, and tViat such ineans must be taken into account 

in organi?:ing flight (defection/ of Soviet military per- 
sonnel. Practice hcas shewn that the overv/helming majority 
of defections to the .^e 3 t were accomplished successfully 
only ./ith direct lielp from tV:e Ger:'riai;s and that it is almost 
impossible to accomplish alone wit;:out aid. This fact is 
eloquently confirmed by th.e orders from the Soviet command on 
the occasions of attempted escapes to weste’^n Germany. 

(3) Dissemination of leaflets without communication (contact) 
with Soviet military norso'. nol should be done as follcwss 

a. In each mili.tary unit a certain number of German em*- 
ployees are wci-king. Altl^ough as a rule they are in- 
formers to Special Sect! ns, their loyalty to Soviet 
organs is very doubtfui . *Iihy are ccmplotely capable 
of bringing letters onto tVio xinit area and dropping them 
unobserved intc tlio post box. As far as leaflets., that 
is more dangerous. 

bn A Ger:’an sLrps a Gcvict military person on th-.o road or 
street and ’’arids him a letter allegedly dropp-ed by a 
Ir.ssian au;I found by the German along the road. The 
duty rf the Govict military persons w., uld bo t: send the 
letter to tlie addresses by dropping it into tliO first 
military mail box which he passes® I I 

Autl^or says be had such an experience once in fast Germany 
himself and didn't suspect the German or the letter., that 
he mere] y dropped it into tlie nearest Soviet military 
mail box withcnit even opening it. lie ca:.,ticns tli^^t such 
a method cciild nc/i be used fre -silently in one area, tl:at 
it w. uld have to be used over widely separated areas). 

c. At n.L ;i;t it is not so ‘iifficult to dreqj leaflets on the 

tei»ritory of a unit. At davm tl^ey will bo gathered up 

by soldiers 'wV'ile off leers are otill sleeping. 

d. A S. virt military person v/ho has taken off jiis coat or 

clothes at a restaurant, theater, or beach, may find a 

leaflet in Ills picket. Streetcars, autobusses., taxis, 
cl-anco cncou: ters with Gerni.an women are convenient 
possibilities for transmittal cf leaflets to interested 
persons . 

e. Aerial balloons with leaflets can be e:.iectivo only at a 
short distance, lli-i, is, when the objective (target) is 
visible. Otherwise, it is very difficult to calculate 
the point where they will fall. 

f. Leaflets can be scattered (dropped) along the nost 

prcb:iblo routes for mo^’ra-ients oL’ militai’y units, es- 
pecially during field exercises, all tie more in view 

of t • e fact tliat such exercises ore conducted., as a rul.e 
al,/ays in <.hc same locality. 

g. Fir*ing raii.ges an-.l training areas: at night v/hatever 
is desired m.ny be dropped on tliein.. At the beginning 
cf tlie class day, the ir.ajority of th.e leaflets will be 
gathered up and will fall into dependable hands. 
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h* A truck driver returning to his unit brings in the body 
of liis truck several bur. 'dies cf leaflets^ so to spoalc, 
direct to their address. It is very easy to tl rov/ a 
bundle oi leaflets into a truck in traffic^ and this is a 
completely safe methods 

ie A leaflet uhlch has a 'rived in the hands of a soldier and 
vrh.ich is .;ritteii to his liking :;ill replace dozens of 
other methods of disseininaticn,. He vri?ul most certainly 
pass it on to hir. nearest friend and they .jill go over its 
contents in detail o 

(U) Hadio i.s an important form of conmiunication for the troopSo 

Suitable broadcasts on the proper military wave lengths can be 
of interest to Soviet signal corps personnels In tl^is case 
the meaxirmun effect can be acViirved during the period of field 
exercises jh.en e- rnparatively more radio stations are in use .) 
especially in tank and mobile units. It is necessary to 
remember that a stand-by radio station is in action con- 
tinuously an ] th'it listening to other radio stations takes 
place in spj.te of the strictest restrictions « 

T; ere are very many methods of dl ssemiiiuting ijropaganda among 
Soviet occupation forces., I aia not in position to vlescribe 
all of them, a.-.d tlicrefore have pre.sented only those which 
are possible and practical and can be used under conditions 
existing there aliere our .Jork is iirectedo 

Th.e conclusion to be dravm on this question is bo increase the 
activity of organs involved in disseminating propaganda to 
the otl'.er side of the .;orld_, not taking int< account the 
r)ossibilities and means. In t':is I see very great signifi" 
cance in td-.o solution of th.e problems dealt with above ^ 
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